Invasive Species Alert: Chinese Mitten Crab

Chinese mitten crabs (Eriocheir sinensis) pose a serious threat to the ecology and economy of the Gulf
of Maine.While we have not yet documented a mitten crab here, they have been advancing northward

along the east coast and to date have reached as far as north as Connecticut.

We need your help to document the presence of mitten crabs as part of an early detection effort to

prevent new introductions to the Gulf of Maine.
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Image credit: http://mittencrab.nisbase.org/

If you find a Chinese mitten crab:

* Do not throw it back alive!

* Take a close-up photo.

* Note the location where the animal was found.
* Freeze the animal or put it in rubbing alcohol.
* Report the sighting to jpederso@mit.edu
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